THE SUBJECT
and our personal confessions have no positive direction
and lead to no definite action.
The phenomena of divine discontent rest largely
upon personal factors of maladjustment. Yet, although
this is true for all times and all ages, divine discontent
in each age must ally itself with the body of philo-
sophical ideas that are logically appropriate to that age,
in order to survive. There is no doubt -whatever that
the only appropriate ideas into which the psychology
of discontent may logically flow at the present time are
the ideas of Marxism. Fascism, for reasons that will
appear later in this book, will not survive. Other
ideas, likewise, will pass away. The reason for the
futility of ideas is not that they are logically incorrect,
though they usually are, but simply that they are
inappropriate to the material stage to which society has
evolved. Thus, I am trying, in this book, to use
Russia as a guide-post, as it were, to a certain re-
lativism. We must measure our ideas, not according to
their ideal tightness or wrongness, but according to
their logical survival value in the kind of world in
which we happen to live. This is the essence of
Marxism. In other words, we measure tightness and
wrongness according to survival value. Ideas which
lead nowhere, which are merely delectable wish-
dreams, are futile. When we encounter an ideal, such